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Abstract 
 
Since the second half of the 20th century, immigration of Portuguese economic migrants and 
their families to Luxembourg has significantly shaped the history of immigration to that country. 
After the collapse of its dictatorship, the Portuguese state ? through its emigration policy of 
“Comunidades Portuguesas?” ? elevated Portuguese emigrants to the status of a national 
symbol. A compelling instance of this is the 1978 renaming of Portugal’s national day into “Dia 
de Cam’es, de Portugal e das Comunidades Portuguesas”, which situated the national poet, 
Portugal and the migrant communities on the same semantic level. This paper will examine 
Portuguese migration to Luxembourg, and Portugal’s policy towards its’ emigrants. After all, 
immigrants are at the same time emigrants, and this perspective is particularly applicable in 
the case of Portugal, because the “Comunidades Portuguesas” emigration policy supports 
both transnational and trans-state links between Portuguese migrants and Portugal. The scope 
of this policy embraces nearly every element of what might be called “diaspora building” and 
?diaspora integration? (following the terms: “nation building” and “national integration”). 
Obviously, such an emigration policy cannot remain without impacts on the Portuguese 
emigrants/immigrants. Besides an analysis of the inclusive national Portuguese emigration 
policy, this paper will comprise research in the national (self)identification of Portuguese 
migrants by means of an exemplary examination of the “Communidade Portguguesa” in 
Luxembourg and its structures. Portuguese migrants’ participation in the democratic political 
options created for them by Portuguese emigration policy will also be studied; such options 
include parliamentary voting rights for Portuguese migrants as well as their representation in 
the Portuguese parliament. An asynchronous comparison would then be made of the results 
of this paper with the broad research literature on Portuguese migration to France in order to 
identify common structures in Portuguese migration throughout Western Europe during the 
last quarter of the 20th century. 
 
 
 
	


